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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Claims 1-11 were rejected in the Office Action of 28 February 2007. 
Applicants' submission on 15 May 2007 has amended claims 1, 2, 6, 8, 9, and 11. 
Claims 1-1 1 are pending in this application. 
Claims 1-11 are allowed. 



Response to Arguments - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The previous rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 have been withdrawn in response to the 15 
May 2007 submission, which has overcome each of the previous rejections. 
Regarding the notation used in the claims, Applicants submit that: 

[A] II these terms are clearly defined in the body of the disclosure, and need not be defined for a second 
time in the Claims. The term "Vj(t)" for example is explained in lines 1-4 on Page 4 of the Specification, 
the term ''fk(V, a*")" is explained in lines 4-1 1 of Page 4 of the Specification, and son on. The usage of the 
terms in the Claims is consistent with their definitions in the Specification. 

The Examiner thanks AppUcants for this clarification and finds the corresponding arguments 
persuasive. 



Response to Arguments - 35 USC § 101 
2. The previous rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 101 have been v^dthdrawn in response to the 15 
May 2007 submission, which has overcome the previous rejections. 
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Response to Arguments - 35 USC §§ 102 and 103 

3. The previous rejections under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 and 103 are withdrawn in response to the 
15 May 2007 submission and in light of Applicants' arguments, which have been found 
persuasive, 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Applicants' arguments persuasively distinguish the claimed invention over the prior art 
references of record. 

Additionally, while signals of the form described in claims 1 and 1 1 for V(t) are known 
in the prior art (see "Time-Mapped Harmonic Balance" by O.J. Nastov and J.K. White, page 
.641), this merely teaches the representation for an input signal in the claimed invention. 

The closest prior art fails to teach or suggest: 

(Claims 1) "said simulator component retuming a signal value determined by said fk(V, 
a*^) ... when said circuit simulator provides values for V at said first simulator input port for at 
least one value of k" and "using said determined amplitude to determine values for a set of 
constants, a'^, such that a function fk(V, a^) provides an estimate of the current Ik(t) leaving said 
output port at a frequency ©k when a signal having the [claimed] form is input to said input port 
of said first circuit by said circuit simulator" (and corresponding language in claim 1 1) 

in combination with the other claimed elements. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Art considered pertinent by the examiner but not applied has been cited on form PTO- 

892. 

O.J. Nastev and J.K. White, "Time-Mapped Harmonic Balance", teaches methods of 
representing electrical signals using equations of a form similar to that recited in claims 1 and 11, 
but fails to teach or suggest the remaining components of the invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Proctor whose telephone number is (571) 272-3713. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am-4:30 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Rodriguez can be reached at (571) 272-3753. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 571-272-2100. Information regarding the status of 
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an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR 
or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private 
PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jason Proctor 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2123 




